
How do you determine if a covalent bond is  
non-polar covalent or polar covalent? 
 

1. Subtract the electronegativity for the center atom and any atom it is bonded to. 

2. If the difference between the two electronegativities is less than or equal to 0.4, it is a non-polar 
(purely covalent) bond. 

3. If the difference between the two electronegativities is greater than 0.4, it is a polar bond. 

 

 

Electronegativities: 

 

 
 
 


