


  



 

representatives.  The colonists had no say in 

the taxes they had to pay.  They believed that 

the laws of England said that the colonists 

were supposed to have a say in their taxes, 

for they believed they were supposed to have 

the rights of Englishmen.  In their minds, 

King George was breaking the law of 

England as well as breaking his word. 

 

 

More Problems 

   The English government tried to force the 

colonists to do other things, too.  Most 

colonists were hardworking. They grew 

crops such as tobacco, cotton, sugar, and 

indigo with hopes of selling their products to 

other countries.  But England began telling 

them, “No, you may not sell your products to 

any other country, except England.” The 

colonists were forced to accept the low prices 

that England offered them, because they 

could not sell their products anywhere else. 

   Some colonists made cloth. From this 

cloth, some colonists began to make 

beautiful clothes.  England told the colonists 

that they could make only 

 

clothes for their own families. Clothes made 

in one colony could not be sold in another 

colony.  Where could a wealthy colonist by 

fine clothes?  He had to order them from 

England. 

    Iron was important to the colonists, for 

many utensils, pots, and pans of that time 

were made from iron.  England said the 

colonists could make their own iron, but they 

were not allowed to make anything with the 

iron.  The colonists must sell their iron to 

England where it would be made into the 

things that the colonists needed. Then, the 

English ships would take the iron products 

back to the colonies, where they would be 

sold for high prices.   

   Who would get wealthy under such laws?  

Who would become poor?  Since the 

colonists had no voice as to the price of their 

products, they were the ones to become poor. 

   Such things would not happen to the people 

who lived in England.  Where had the 

colonists’ rights as Englishmen gone?  The 

king had little concern for the colonists in 

America except for the money he made from 

them. 

 
             







 


